


I was asked to give a talk to high school 
students in Oregon who are participat-
ing in the model U.N. program. The 
topic of my talk is global violence against 
women.  It seemed to me that this is a 
topic that would also be worthy of dis-
cussion among psychology students; so, 
in that spirit, I want to share some of 
the information with you that I am shar-
ing with them. Please think about this 
issue and the information I am present-
ing and discover ways you can become 
involved to prevent violence. Anyone 
interested in finding out more about 
this issue or who would like references 
related to this can feel free to see me.  

       There are a number of interesting, 
if not predictable, facts about violence 
against women. First, the more a society 
devalues women, the greater the vio-
lence against them.  This makes sense as 
violence serves to keep women op-
pressed and powerless. Below are some 
example of international acts of violence 
against women.  In India, there is often 
grief when a girl is born, possibly be-
cause of the recognition of what the girl 
may face in her lifetime. For example, 
the phenomenon of “dowry deaths” is 



        Amy Reiss joined the Psychology De-
partment this Fall as a full-time Assistant 
Professor for one year.  Amy holds a    
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the 
University of Oregon, a master’s degree 
in Counseling Psychology from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education, and a    
B.A. from Brown University.  She worked 
as a therapist in Boston for 8 years before 
moving to Oregon.  Amy’s dissertation 
research focused on emotion regulation 
in at-risk preschoolers and how parents 
assist their children in coping with stress-
ful situations.  As a graduate student at 
the University of Oregon, Amy also re-
searched depression and the development 
of the self in adolescence, and taught a 
number of courses, including Research 

Methods, Psychopathology and the Psy-
chology of Women.   
        Amy completed her clinical training 
at Stanford and a post-doctoral fellowship 
in child and family clinical psychology at 




