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  Unauthorized practice laws are highly controversial, and many 

powerful interest groups consider these laws unjustified monopoly protection of lawyers.  

Pressures exist to ease substantially existing restrictions on unauthorized law practice, and 

these pressures can be expected to increase in the future.  However, powerful forces within 

the bar are opposed to easing the restrictions and favor stricter enforcement of existing legal 

restraints on unauthorized law practice. 

The breadth and specificity of legal controls over unauthorized practice of law can vary 

greatly, depending on which branch of a state’s government has ultimate power over what 

these controls shall be.  State courts are quite likely to impose different restrictions from 

those that the legislative or executive branches would prefer.  Power allocation among the 

branches of state government is essentially a 



justifications advanced by courts and others in their interpretive conclusions as to the scope 
of state court power, including power over unauthorized law practice.  In Part IV, some 


