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What is the Pro Bono Honors Program? 
 

The Program is designed to encourage students to participate in community-based 

volunteer legal service projects. The Program allows students to enhance their learning 

experience through hands-on involvement in the community, while providing valuable 

services to people in need.  

 

In addition, 2L/3L students who participate and provide a minimum of 30 hours (10 hours 

for 1L students) of not-for-credit and not-for-compensation work during the year (April 1 - 

March 31) will receive a Pro Bono Honors Program Award and will be honored at a spring 

luncheon. Those students from each class who provide the most pro bono hours each year 

will receive special recognition.  

 

The Rupert E. ARudy@ Park, Jr. Pro Bono Student of the Year Award is awarded to the third 

year student who has contributed the most hours of pro bono service throughout his or her 

law school career, and who has participated in the Program in at least the second and third 

years of law school.  

 

Who is eligible to participate? 
 

All Willamette law students are eligible to participate. Awards will be presented at the end 

of the year for the prior year's work. An award will be presented in April of each year. 

 

What is considered pro bono work? 
 

There are two kinds of work that can qualify for an award: general pro bono work and 

legal pro bono work.  

 

General pro bono work may be performed for:  

 a public interest or non-profit organization; or  

 a government agency.  
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Work qualifying as general pro bono service could include: volunteering to help with the 

WUPILP auction or volunteering time with organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, 
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To qualify for an award, a student must perform 10 or more hours of pro bono work, all of 

which may be general pro bono work, including fundraising or non-profit community 

service. First year students are encouraged to focus only on their studies during their first 

semester. Therefore, no hours performed during the first semester will be counted towards 

an award. Students who wish to qualify for an award may engage in pro bono work during 

the winter break, and January through March of their first year. Students on academic 

probation should not participate in pro bono activities during the school term. 

 

For Second and Third Year Students:  

 

To qualify for an award, a student must perform 30 or more hours of pro bono work, 20 

hours of which must be legal pro bono work. Ten hours may be general pro bono work, 

including fundraising or non-profit community service. Students on academic probation 

should not participate in pro bono activities during the school term.  

 

 

Why participate in the Program? 

 

In addition to providing valuable services to organizations serving people in need and 

feeling great about giving back to the community, you will be helping your career!   Pro 

Bono service allows you to:  

 

 Gain valuable practical legal experience in a real world setting;  

 Meet smart and dedicated attorneys who can help mentor you in your career;  

 Have client contact and help real people with real problems; 

 Learn more about a particular area of practice.  

 

Providing pro bono service is part of being a lawyer. The American Bar Association 

recommends that attorneys render at least 50 hours of pro bono legal services per year. The 

Oregon State Bar=s aspirational standard is for all attorneys to perform at least 80 hours of 

pro bono services per year, with 20 to 40 hours of direct legal service to low income 

individuals. No matter what area of law, no matter what size firm you practice in, pro bono 

service is an important part of practicing law. This program provides you an opportunity 

to get involved NOW....and to be recognized for your efforts. 
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How do I get started?  

 
1. You can find pro bono work in any of the following ways: 

� Locate an agency, organization or attorney on your own that you 

http://www.osbar.org/
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