
 

 
 
 

President’s Working Group on Sexual Assault and Harassment 
 
 

Meeting Summary 
5:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 28, 2014 

 

Members Present: Cynthia Chand, Emma Coddington, Truman Collins, Jim Ferraris, Lloyd Fobi, 
David Friedman, Kristen Grainger, Nichola Greenblatt, Jenna Harper, Melissa Buis Michaux, 
Michele Roland -Schwartz, Jerome Sader, Jackie Sandmeyer, Celine Sannes-Pond,  Sophie 
Siegrist, Jeff Staples, Colin Starr, Rachel Kinsman Steck, Margaret Trout, Emily Trussell, Honey 
Wilson  

Members Absent:  Leah Chubb, Molly H awkins, Manny Rodriguez 

Guests: David Douglass, Cynthia Stinson, Ross Stout  

 
This meeting was open to the campus community and the public as we continued our 
overview and discussion of current Title IX policies, programs and practices. There was also a 
special briefing on the recent groping incidents on and off campus.  
 
Before the presentations began, Kristen Grainger, VP & Executive Assistant to President 
Thorsett introduced the S.A.R.A. representatives who were available in case anyone wished to 
meet wi th them while the current sensitive topics were discussed at a more in depth level.  
 
Jim Ferraris, Deputy Chief of Police, Salem Police Department and Jeff Staples, Detective, 
Salem Police Department gave an overview of how the Salem PD is responding to the groper 
incidences on and off campus.  They have asked  their officers to patrol the affected areas as 
often as possible and wanted us to know that these  incidents are a priority to them. At this 
time they believe there may be multiple suspects involved. One suspect had been arrested at 
the time of our meeting and more interviewing would be taking place Wednesday, January 
29th . So far, there is no evidence that the perpetrators have been  armed. The victims are 
female s and range from age 15-56. Someone aske d if the police thought the person who 
assaulted a female in her dorm room could be one of the suspects and they did not think so.  
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“we” can be in better dialogue with faculty about w
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story 


